
See next page for history of Padre Pio Prayer Groups 

 

 

“I’ve been waiting for you.” 
  -Padre Pio 

 

Padre Pio Prayer Group – San Francisco, CA 

Meeting Minutes (Also posted on Events Tab at www.shrinesf.org.) 

 

Oct 4, 2013 Saturday 

Attending: Fr. Harold Snider, Diane Gutierrez, John Koga, Rhina Mendoza, 

Patricia Wilson, Judy Koga, Emilio Ramirez, Nancy Ramirez.   

Guests: Others not identified to the writer. 

Next meeting: Nov 2, 2013 following 12:15 Mass, Adoration and Rosary  

Church Level of National Shrine of St. Francis of Assisi,  

610 Vallejo St. San Francisco, CA 

 

 

I. Current Prayer Intentions 

 As Padre Pio encouraged when establishing the prayer groups, our main purpose 

and focus is to pray as the Pope directs. So we pray for: 

o The intentions of the Holy Father 

o An increase in religious vocations 

o Personal intentions placed in private prayer vessel at this church 

o Personal intentions of this group 

o Health of Cynthia and Vinod Sheth, Fr. Greg, Fr. Greg’s former secretary. 

o Missionaries of Charity  

 In addition to Mass and Rosary, we prayed Prayer of St. Pio after Holy 

Communion and the prayer For the Intercession of St. Pio of Pietrelcina. 

 In honor of the Feast of St. Francis (Oct 4), Fr. Harold brought First Class Relics 

of St. Francis, St. Clare and St. Anthony as well as that of St. Pio for veneration. 

 

II. Corporal Works of Mercy 

 No donation of foods or money for a charity for the poorest received this week. 

 

III. Announcements 

 Repeating a prior announcement, we received a reply and we are officially 

affiliated with the Padre Pio Prayer Groups USA (www.pppg.org). Diane has 

received information from them for our use.  

 Welcome to two new members that joined during this meeting: Emilio and Nancy 

Ramirez, their son and son-to-be-born. 

 

IV. Action Items 

 None new.  Action on banner is pending receipt of price quotation. 

 

V. Unfinished Items from Prior Meetings 

 Refer to prior newsletters. 

 

VI. Roundtable 

 Not used today. 

  

http://www.shrinesf.org/
http://www.pppg.org/


 

Corrections to these meeting minutes should be directed to john.koga@tds.net. 
These meeting minutes will be broadcast to those members of our group that have given the Group 
Secretary their email address.  A list of our prayer group members is being compiled for our use. 
 
The Inaugural meeting of the Padre Pio Prayer Group - San Francisco was held Dec 3, 2011 at the National 
Shrine of St. Francis of Assisi. Attendees included Fr. Gregory Coiro, Diane Gutierrez (leader), Eddy 
Gutierrez, Gloria Restaurd, Rhina Mendoza and John Koga. Each month our numbers grow and we hope 
that you will come to pray with us.  We meet each First Saturday of the month. 

General History of Padre Pio Prayer Groups  

The long detailed story about the Spiritual Children of Padre Pio is condensed here 

through these highlights. (Source: Padre Pio Prayer Groups>Origin at www.ppg.org) 

 

Padre Pio encouraged the faithful to gather in groups to pray according to the 

intentions of the Holy Father. In 1947, Prayer Groups began to spontaneously spring 

up. Padre Pio said, “Never grow weary of praying.” It is documented that they 

gathered once or twice monthly, assisted at Mass, received the Sacraments and 

recited a Rosary together under the spiritual direction of a priest.  

 

The first list of officially established Prayer Groups was drawn up in 1950. Padre Pio 

formulated a precise and clear image of what the Prayer Groups were to be and how 

they were to fulfill their mission. (It is stated in the Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza, 

August 1950.) He continued to organize the groups as a source of constant prayer 

and said, “Do nothing without the permission of the bishops and priests.”  

 

1947   Padre Pio responded to the repeated pleas of Pope Pius XII for adults 

and children to gather in groups and pray. 

May 5, 1966   At the Second International Congress of the Prayer Groups, Padre 

Pio spoke and called attention to the work of the prayer groups. 

July 31, 1968  Under Pope Paul VI, the Holy See appointed a General Director for 

the Prayer Groups, officially recognizing them as a response to the 

appeal of Pope Pius XII and as an association officially recognized by 

the Catholic Church. 

August, 1968   Padre Pio gave a special blessing to the Prayer Groups. 

Sep 23, 1968 Padre Pio died. 

May 4, 1986   At the opening of the International Congress of the Padre Pio Prayer 

Groups (and 30th anniversary of the Home for the Relief of 

Suffering), Monsignor Riccardo Ruotolo, Director General, announced 

that he had received a letter dated May 3, 1986 from Cardinal 

Casaroli communicating pontifical approbation (by Pope John Paul II) 

of the new Statutes of the Prayer Groups of Padre Pio. (Source: 

pppg.org>Padre Pio Prayer Groups>Statutes) 

 

The structure of the Prayer Groups is currently in full harmony with the Church’s 

hierarchical structure. Appointment of the Group Leader is reserved to the Bishop, 

after the members vote in the presence of a Priest appointed by the Bishop. The 

Certificate of Affiliation with the International Centre is the visible link of the Group’s 

union with the Centre. All Groups will periodically send reports to the Centre of their 

activities. All members of the Group will accept the Statutes with enthusiasm and 

joy, reflecting on their principles and aims. Current Statutes are stated on the 

website, www.pppg.org.  Please visit the website! 

 

The Padre Pio Prayer Group – San Francisco became affiliated in July, 2013 with 

Padre Pio Prayer Groups USA and therefore affiliated with the International 

Centre and the Catholic Church. At last count, there were ten prayer groups in 

California listed in the National Directory at www.pppg.org.   

 

http://www.pppg.org/

